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Legal Interpretanon of Colorado Hazardous Waste Act ‘\3’_,( Qq_,é,
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Kathy Izell, Office of Chuef Counsel, RFO

Environmental Restoration Division 1s conunung to address the regulatory
commutments and preliminary cost esumates for the Solar Ponds, Operable Urnut (OU)
4 It has become evident that ability to complete RCRA closure of the Solar Ponds
mn-place would save considerable time and money Informal commurucation wath
Colorado Department of Health (CDH) personnel, supported by some written
correspondence, mantans that such a "durty” closure of the Solar Ponds 1s
unachievable EG&G personnel working the regulatory issues do not see such a
RCRA closure to be unachievable, however they have not clearly docurnented the
legal basis for their posiion.

Thus 1ssue of the legality and feasibility of in-situ closure of the Solar Ponds 1s
extremely sigruficant to the cost of OU4 remedianon, and may impact the Landfill
OU7 and existing water management A, B, and C-series ponds in OUS and OU6 1
am requesting a legal opiion regarding the legal feasibility and nisk of proceeding
with a RCRA closure of the Solar Ponds whuch would leave the sludge and/or the
asphalt liners 10 place  Your opimon 1s requested no later than August 30, 1993, as it
will directly affect the current dispute resolution process

Please contact Frazer Lockhart at extension 7846 if you have further questions on this
request.
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